The United Nations General Assembly

The 729 Session of the General Assembly begins on 12 September and the General Debate, during whi
Heads of State and Government intervene, takes off on Tuesday, 19 SeptembeiTB@1theme of this
year Geneal Assemblys ‘Focusing on People: Striving for Peace and a Decent Life for All on a Sustainable
Planet’. It will be interestingo note what our Head of State/Government hassay to the world community.
You can watch it live on the UN WEB TV @& riecorded
version at a later time. Written statements and podcast
will be available.
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Once again the annu@ommission on the Status of Women (CSW) - the 62" - takes place at the United
Nations Headquarters in New York from 12 to 23 March 2018 othiérae: “Challenges and opportunities
in achieving gender equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls.”

United Nations Events 2018

The fiftysixth session of theCommission for Social

Development (CSocD56) takes place at the United
Nations Headquarters in New York from 3huky to 9

February 2018The theme for the 2018 policy cycle
is“ Strategi es
sust ai
occurs two days prior to the commission.
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United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous
Issues (UNPFII). The 17th session will be held from-1¢
27 April 2018 with the themé | ndi genou
collective rights to | a

The High-level Political Forum, United Nations central
platform for followv-up and review of the 2030 Agend
for Sustainable Development and the Sustaina
Development Goals, will be held in July 2018. 1
theme is “Transformati (
resilient societies” wi
sanitation for dl), 7 (affordable and sustainable energ
for all), 11 (Safe resilient and sustainable cities),
(Sustainable consumption and production patterns
15 (Sustainable use of land, biodiversity) a
17(Partnerships). The following countries, with :
IBVM preence, will present national Voluntan

Reviews: Alania, Australia, Ireland, Spasnd Viet

Stewardship of Financial Investments.

“The United Nat i od 88YM
documents speak to how we are called to live. WH
each is unique in its approach and assessments
can say that all recognise the importance

interconnectedness. People and nature, ear
institutions, policies, decisions all interrelate and
have an i mpact far bey
words Carmen Diston ibvm begins her reflection or
“The Sustainabl e Deve
Stewardship of Financi
Laudato Sias well as our own documents, provi
us with commaoa values and guidelines in th
management of our financial resources, specific
our investments. Read Carmen’s excellent

reflection here

W:

Nam. These UN Meetings and processes prior to the event are central to civil society engagement.



http://ibvmunngo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/STewardship-of-Financial-investments.pdf

Summer Internship at the NGO Office New York.

This year Aggy' ODwy er , frdidna A st r 2l i o
summer internship at our office in New Yorl

She worked hard at communicating differer

aspects of the experience on social media a

the NGO website. Aggy began heemship just .-

as Sarah and Libby were coming to the end .-, the vouth Assembly
their time at the office. Aggy and Sarah spe’ ... 7 . 2t heuniednations
about the experience of beginning and endir Tk

on this videa One ofA g g fyrst igitiatives was

to help people deepen their awaress of the

connection betweeneveryday life and the

Sustainable Development Goal:
#ThelLunchBreakExperimeirtvites all to send ﬁ,tyd.l f'Stﬁ e
photos of the implementation of the SDG:

What was it like to arrive and find yourself i Aggy (left) and Phoebe, both from Australia, at the Youth Assembly
what is probably the mst important UN forum

of the year:The High Level Political ForurRead heblog on this experiencelhen came the summer Youth
Assembly at the United Nations, another fascinating experiemseeting other yaing people from around
the world and learnindrom them andfrom the many panels and events that took plageother video on
that eventis found here. Passionate about sustainable production and consumptioDGSL2)Aggy is
especidly interestedin ethical and sustainable fashianTake a look at thinfographpresentation with useful
information for all. Thanks to Aggy foethexcellent contribution to the IBVM NGO over the Summer.

IBVM Worldwide contributions to the work of the United Nations

World Tourism Day 201¥ an IBVM Response

Many people around celebrate the United
Nati ons?©o ( UN) Wor | d
September 27 each year. The day aims to
foster awareness among the international
community of the importance of tourism and its
T = social, cultural, political and economic values.

Ou "Sm At the last meeting of our Network on Human
Trafficking we noted that, while we are aware of

Day the enjoyment, cultural and spiritual

advantages of tourism, a specific aspect is

CHILD.SEX TOUR'STS causing increasing concern. That is the sexual

exploitation of children in travel and tourism. We

DON'T TURN AWAY. TURN THEM IN. want to highlight this situation on 2017 world

Tourism Day and at the same time raise our

own awareness of possible victims in our neighbourhood. Please read the information herea nd | ¢
try to AiBe Alerto, Keep our eyes openo and cal



https://youtu.be/9QSs0r2zaw0
https://youtu.be/SnpnQdvREc4
http://ibvmunngo.org/?p=1464
https://youtu.be/7NpBCX-qvP4
http://ibvmunngo.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Ethical-fashion-.pdf
http://ibvmunngo.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/World-Tourism-Day-2017.pdf

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples

Thi s lynetaerr’nsat i onal Day
Indigenous Peoples was commemorated
on Wednesday, 9 AugusOf particular importance,
was this Tenth Anniversary of the adoption of
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIPhe Declaration is the
most comprehensive international instrument on the
Australians rights of indigenous peoples. It addresses the right
of indigenouspeoples and establishes a universa
framework of minimum standards for their survival,
dignity and weHlbeing. Indigenous peoples are still
among the most discriminatedgainstcommunities

in the world. IBVM Loretohas educated and
continues to educatgirls from indigenous ecomunities throughout the worldStudents from théboriginal
Studies class at Loreto Norntaurst, Australia, preparethis delightful videofor us.

Indigenous

U.N. International Day of Peace will be
celebratedon 21 September 2017. This day is devoted
to* commemor ating and str . United Nations' ./
peace both within and among allnatien and P € ' peace Bell Ceremony
offers anopportunity for all humanity to reeommit to
peacebeyonddifferences and to contoiute to building a
culture of peaceThe theme for 2017 i8Together for (
Peace: Respect, Safety and Dignity for AllL." . -
Education and public awareness iskues related to “z
peace need to be ongoing becauss Albert Einstein®* (3
oncesaid‘ pe ace c aronforte;itlvan ogtbe 93
achieved by understanding. '

215t September
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3 2017 Peace Day Theme: Together for Peace:
To G ETH E R. Respect, Safety and Dignity for AThe Together

Initiative lends its vision to the creatioof peace.

lolal Z e / UN Update No 27oted how the United Nations is
A & working to promote a positive vision of refugee ang
penspectives and attitades. ... .. ... migrant peoples with the Together Initiativ@&VM

Peru shares stories ofhe struggles and positive
contributions of internally displaced amehmigrant

PER' ' people and the role of theational government.

Read about ihere.

v)



http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
https://vimeo.com/219781671
http://ibvmunngo.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Together-and-Peru.pdf

Indian Students on Peace

Students from seeral schools in India, Lorefchools
and HighSchools which collaborate with Darjeeling MAZINGVIDEOS
Mary Ward Social Centrgive their ideas on how the
Sustainable Development Goals 4117) can help us

achieve peace (Goall@)atch their emagingvideo.
#IBVM#IORETONETWORKIND

Loreto schools in the Eastern Africa Province

write to teldl us that t
efforts to respond to the noble call of taking care of the
environment not forgetting the sustainable
Development Goals especiaflp. 6- Clean Water and
Sanitaton, No. 13¢ Climate Action, No. 14 Life Below
Water and No. 1% Life and Landvhich furtherimpel

us to strive towards a clean environment for the surviva]
of all created beings”.

they did forEnvironment Day

Congratulations to Loreto College Curepipe,

Mauritius! It has been selectedsthe Ambassador of SD
in Mauritius. We look forward ¢ hearing about their
adventures, learnings and activities as they engage in
role. The school is also an Ecechool . The EeBchool
programme is the largestustainable schools programme i
the world and is run by th€oundation for Environmenta
Education (FEEEceSchools empowestudents to be the
change our sustainable world needs by engaging them in
action-orientated learning.Read the recent edition of thei

LCdGo Green Newsletter ECO-SChOOIS

| Learn+assess+pray+act+advocate l Cecilia O’Dwyer ibvm

FacebookPagelnstitute of the Blessed Virgin Mary/Loreto  Profile:dtoribvm NGO Twitter:@ibvmun
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https://youtu.be/fxAU5rxewgk
http://ibvmunngo.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/LORETO-EASTERN-AFRCA-SCHOOLS-2017-WORLD-ENVIRONMENTAL-DAY.docx
http://fee-international.org/
http://fee-international.org/
http://ibvmunngo.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/GoGreen_Newsletter2-final.pdf
http://www.ibvmunngo.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_t9Od85uZAqfR8YGaPEQww
mailto:ibvmunngo@gmail.com

