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Loreto Provincialate, 7 Middleton Row, Kolkata ɀ 700 071, Ph: 2229 7054, Fax: 2249 7767, Email: lorsecpro@gmail.com    

 

FROM THE MEMOIRS OF LORETO COLLEGE ï 2017  

 

MARY WARD DAY  

 

On the 30
th
 of January, 2017, the AICUF Society organized a programme in honour of our respected Founder, 

Mary Ward. The ceremony began with a short Prayer Service, followed by a reading from the Holy Bible.  The 

choir sang maxims of Mary Ward; which made the little ceremony more meaningful. We also remembered in 

prayer, our very dear Sr. Ursula who recently returned to her eternal home.  The programme left us feeling 

peaceful and spiritually rooted. 

 

HISTORIA 

 

On Mary Ward Day, 30
th
 January, 2017, to commemorate 175 years of Loreto in South Asia, the Department of 

History and the History Society, initiated óHistoriaô, a meet aimed at providing a platform to the students of 

different colleges and universities of Kolkata. The Chief Guest at this event was Dr. Partha Chatterjee, Minister, 

Higher Education, West Bengal. Other dignitaries present at the session included the Guest of Honour, Dr. Jayanta 

Sengupta, Secretary and Curator of Victoria Memorial Hall and Director-in-charge of Indian Museum; and 

Keynote Speaker, Prof. Sudeshna Banerjee of the Department of History of Jadavpur University. Dr. Senguptaôs 

brief but incisive speech focused on the critical importance of research at the undergraduate level. The theme of 

Prof. Banerjeeôs address was óFeminism and Womenôs Empowermentô. 

 

In the first session, research papers were presented, and the second session saw a debate in which five teams - 

Presidency University, Scottish Church College, St. Xavierôs College, Loreto College and Seth Soorajmull Jalan 

College, deliberated vigorously with convincing arguments and counter-arguments. The award for the best team, 

as well as the best speaker, was won by St. Xavierôs College. The ceremony ended with an evaluation on the 

success of óHistoriaô and a call for the continuation of this endeavour by Loreto College. 

 

INTER-YEAR VOCAL MUSIC AND DANCE COMPETITION 

 

The Western Cultural Society of Loreto College organized an inter-year Vocal Music and Dance Competition. 

This fun, musical event was the first of its kind in the year 2017.  Each event had two rounds - duet and group 

performances. The exuberant performances set the stage on fire and the students enjoyed themselves. 

 

The Third Years were adjudged the best performers.  The judges appreciated each participantôs effort and 

recommended modifications, in style of presentation, for improvement.  

 

 

SPORTS DAY 2017 

 

This year, Sports Day was held on the Loreto College grounds. A series of fun events - flat walking, lemon and 

spoon races were organized. Staff - teaching and non-teaching, and students- UG and PG participated. Special 

races were also arranged for the support staff of the college.  The tug-of-war between the Student Council 
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members was something to remember! Every student had her share of fun, and the medals brought a smile to the 

victors. 

 

ONE BILLION RISING 

 

On February 14, 2017, Loreto College was honoured to welcome Ms. Kamla Bhasin, a noted developmental 

feminist who addressed the college staff and students.  Ms. Bhasin, who is associated with an NGO SANGAT 

(South Asian Network of Gender Activists and Trainers), spoke with conviction laced with fire, about her on-

going campaign and threw light on a very pertinent issue ï Feminism - challenges a woman faces at home and the 

need to assert oneself as equal with men in society. She held her audience spell-bound interspersing electrifying 

deliberations on womenôs rights with couplets, which all in the auditorium joined in singing.  

Later, in the evening Loreto College extended its solidarity to óOne Billion Risingô. Both students and faculty 

members participated in the campaign. Indeed, it was a memorable day! 

 

IP ATTORNEY TALK 

 

Mr. Biswajit Sarkar, along with a team from IP Attorney, visited Loreto College on February 21, 2017 for an 

interactive session on Intellectual Properties of India with special emphasis on Plagiarism and Cyber Crime. Mr. 

Sarkar enlightened the students regarding various aspects including Patent, Trademark and Geographical 

Indication. The discussion became all the more engaging and interactive because of the Power Point Presentation. 

 

HANDING OVER CEREMONY AND FAREWELL 

 

On February 11, 2017, Loreto College organized a Farewell for the outgoing batch of 2017. The earlier half of the 

day was marked by the Handing Over ceremony, where the outgoing Student Council members handed over their 

responsibilities to the newly elected Student Council, along with the presentation of their Annual Report. Our 

Principal Sr. Christine felicitated the council members with certificates and mementoes. This beautiful ceremony 

was followed by an Entertainment Programme to bid adieu to the Third Years.  

 

BLOOD DONATION DRIVE 

 

The Social Service, NSS and AICUF Societies organized the second annual Blood Donation Camp in 

collaboration with Lions Blood Bank, on 6th February, 2017 on the college premises. Thirty seven students shared 

the good health they had been gifted with, by donating blood which would give new life to patients in need. In the 

first donation drive, held in September, 2016, seventy nine students had donated blood; the total number of donors 

amounting to 116 for the academic year. 

 

OPEN DAY 

 

Loreto College organised their annual fete, Open Day on the 4th of February, 2017.  This event is an initiative 

undertaken by the students.  NGOôs who wish to put up stalls are invited by the Alumnae. 

 

Each department and every society had a stall; there was a wide and varied range of items.  To break the 

stereotypes of only games and food; the Cine Society had put up a photo booth which attracted the maximum 

crowd; the Literary Society had added doodling to on-demand poetry which was also a huge hit; other stalls sold 

accessories, bookmarks, photographs and a lot more.  
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The gamestalls also received a good response from the visitors as the various quizzes, dart games and rapid fire 

kept the young and old engaged.  The Western Cultural Society ensured everyone's entertainment by playing some 

fine music based on the guest requests.  The crowd was a multifarious mixture of students, professors, their 

friends, family and other acquaintances. 

 

The Open Day was a huge success and much enjoyed. The good cause behind its organization, merged with the 

amazing experience, made it memorable. 

 

REUNION 

 

This year's Reunion of past pupils, organised by the Alumnae Association of Loreto College began with an 

interaction between the current students and the Alumnae members. The students made a commendable effort to 

make the evening memorable. The Western Cultural Society put up a live performance lending melody. The Art 

and Crafts Society displayed creativity with the beautiful decoration of the Concert Hall. The theme for this year's 

reunion was birds. 

 

The Wishing Wallgave the members another chance to express unfulfilled wishes. Arrangements were made for 

snacks and tea. The Student Council helped the Alumnae generously. Overall, a pleasant evening with happy faces 

smiling in joy at meeting one another! It further strengthened the bond of Loreto sorority. The evening ended with 

the singing of the Loreto Chorus, reminding Loreto pupils past and present, to uphold the óhigh ideals of purity, of 

duty and of truth'. 

 

WOMEN'S  

 

On the 28th of February, 

2017, the Women's Cell 

of Loreto College 

celebrated twenty years 

of empowerment of 

women through 

education. It was even 

more special as it 

coincided with the 

175
th
year of Loreto in 

South Asia. 

 

A prayer song, an ancient Sanskrit hymn, about a common objective unifying 

everyone began the day. The guests included Sr. Anita Braganza, Ms. Nirmala 

Prabhawalkar, Prof. Malini Bhattacharya, Ms. Roshni Sen, Ms. Rohini 

Chowdhury, Mrs. Ratnaboli Banerjee, Ms. Anita Dutt and others. 

 

The students of the Women's Cell then performed a Dance Drama, Yashodhara, 

the wife of Prince Siddhartha, celebrating Yashodhara whose sacrifice and 

devotion are often forgotten. It was a beautiful performance and was appreciated by everyone. 

 

This was followed by a panel discussion on empowering women through education. The panellists enlightened the 

students about the importance of meaningful, inclusive and universal education and how education could be used 

as a tool to eliminate gender discrimination. 

 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 

 

Loreto College kept up International Women's Day on the 8th of March. Emphasizing on the theme of the 2017 

Campaign, Be bold for Change, the event commenced with a word of welcome. Recalling the heroic struggles of 

iron-willed ladies like Irom Sharmila and Malala Yousafzai, young minds were encouraged to strive for gender 

equality by breaking stereotypes. This was followed by the felicitation of Dr. Rotraut Roy Chowdhury, an alumnus 

of the Department of Education of Loreto College, for her selfless service to society.  She stated instances from her 

own life and brought to light, a hear-rending fact that even in the 21st century working women are considered NOT 
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NORMAL WOMEN. She put emphasis on the development of a greater number of co-educational schools and 

building of soft skills such as emotional intelligence and anger management as a means by which the gender gap 

could be reduced in society. 

 

This idea was carried forward as an interactive session by Dr. Nandita Bannerjee Dhawan, Asst. Professor at the 

School of Women's Studies at Jadavpur University, Kolkata. She explained how marriage and family, as two 

patriarchal institutions have limited the rights of women in both the public and private spheres of life. She 

concluded with a short film on women empowerment which emboldened the spirit of the young audience in the 

hall to stand up against abuse and discrimination. The event came to an end with a song entitled Mann ke 

Manjeere, motivating the audience to stand up for women's rights for gender equality. 

 

HEALTH CAMP FOR THE NON TEACHING STAFF 

 

On the 21st & 23rd February, 2017, the National Service Scheme (NSS) Society of Loreto College, Kolkata, 

organised a Health Camp for the support staff of eth entire campus, wherein a team of medical practitioners headed 

by Dr. Agarwal from the MEDICA Gamma Hospital, a unit of Medical Hospital Pvt Ltd., assessed the health of 

the college domestic staff.  A gynaecologist, Dr. Gauri Kumra, advised the female members. Around 34 members 

registered and had their check-up.  Dr. Agarwal, a general physician, also provided the patients with appropriate 

medicines.  The selfless work of the doctors was much appreciated. 

 

On 23rd February, 2017, the doctors revisited the college to assess and guide some more faculty members as well 

as students. On each day, ten student volunteers helped with the arrangements to ensure that all went smoothly.  

Guiding these students were the NSS Society Staff Advisors, Ms. Druhi Dasgupta and Mrs. Rupa Ghosh. 

 

FACEBOOK EVENT - BENGAL WRITE AHEAD 

 

On 4th March, 2017,Loreto College, Kolkata hosted the 

felicitation ceremony for the winners of the Kolkata 

Bloggersô Bengal Write Ahead competition, an event 

organised by Face book.  The top ten winners were 

awarded with a book of compiled essays by Rupa 

Publications along with 

cash money. We were 

enthralled to have the 

Honourable MP,  

Mr. Derek OôBrien, as 

the Chief Moderator for 

the programme, along 

with other esteemed guests ï Mr. Nitin Saluch- FB Manager of India and South 

Asia, Red FM programming Head- Ms. Priyanka Sen, and Mr. Anirban Saha, 

key persons behind this competition. 

 

Mr. OôBrien began the programme with an interactive, open spontaneous panel 

discussion - Is usage of television and social media killing our reading habit?, 

and Which one is better ï under graduation from India or from abroad? After 

the five panellists shared their views, questions were thrown open to the audience as well. The felicitation 

followed. 

 

This programme was indeed a motivating and inspiring one. The life stories and experiences shared by Mr. 

OôBrien, enlightened us. This initiative by Kolkata Bloggers will surely encourage creative minds in our country to 

run wild and free, and create something new. 

 

EARTH, WATER AND ENVIRONMENT DAY- 21.03.2017 

 

With each step towards dynamic evolution,human beings have earned the title of God on Earth.Leaving no realm 

of the environment untouched,human beings have left a scar on the beauty of nature.The fast changing climate and 
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the depletion of our resources, have become a major concern for the global community, particularly the youth who 

are the future generation. 

 

Taking into account environmental degradation, the W.E. Nature Society celebrated the Earth,Water and 

Environment Day on 21st March, 2017.Nature and its five elements, i.e. wind,fire,vegetation,water and land, 

which have been our source of progress, became the theme of our Prayer Dance. 

 

This was followed by a documentary on India's brackish backwater lagoon, Chilika Lake, which focused on its 

rich biodiversity, its importance,and the detrimental effects human activities had on it. The programme practised 

what it preached - Sow Green Go Green, by distributing ladyôs finger and red spinach seeds to everyone, ensuring 

a greener environment and connecting with nature! 

 

HAM 

 

On 21st March, 2017, the Debating Society organised an Inter-Department HAM competition, to enable speaking 

for 30 seconds on a single topic. However, the contestants couldham and interject if the speaker stuttered, paused 

or made grammatical errors during the speech. 

 

There were eight participants from each department. The competition began with the topic Guns as a trial round. It 

was a fast-paced and entertaining session with topics ranging from Cycles to Being Young is Overrated. The 

session saw diverse perspectives that had the audience in splits. The rigorous session ended with the HAM Master, 

Somya Shekhar Bandhopadhyay giving a flawless speech. The winner was Shreya Iyer from the Psychology 

Department (2nd Year) whose witty performance made the win obvious. The runner up was Shubhomita Sengupta 

from the English Department (2nd Year) whose performance was commendable.  All the participants performed 

well. 

FAREWELL 

We bid farewell to Sister Marilla on 24
th
 March, 2017. The day began with the Eucharist offered by Father 

Rodney.  

The programme that followed comprised of a prayer service, a beautiful PowerPoint presentation depicting Sister 

Marilla's journey in the college and how she inspired us to become better human beings.  

Song and dance kept the audience of a packed hall entertained. An unconventional orchestra by WCS stole the 

show.  Sister Marilla's message asking us to be committed to whatever we do, stays with us.  

RIFF OFF 

The Western Cultural Society of Loreto College organised an event, óRiff-Offô on 25th March, 2017.  It was an 

Inter-Department competition, with 9 teams competing against each other with a common word from the previous 

song. There was a óSpin the Wheelô round, with 8 categories. The competition became tougherwith each round. 

This event was judged by two of our teachers, Mrs. S. Mitra and Mrs. D. Sinha.  This successful event would not 

have been possible without the hard work and dedication of the WCS society heads. 

LORETO ELLIOT ROAD 

DROP EVERYTHING AND READ (DEAR) 

 



6 
 

With the impetus of World Book Day and to inculcate good 

reading habits, Sister Marilla introduced a Five Minute reading 

time for all- students and teachers. This started from the 1
st
 of 

May 2017 and the time allotted was from 11:00 a.m to 11:05 

a.m. During 

this time every 

single teacher 

and student,  

keep their work 

aside and read for a period of 5 minutes. 

From the 12
th
 of June 2017, the reading time has increased to 10 

minutes each day. It is our desire to encourage good reading. 

Many students cannot afford a Fiction Book hence the Newsletter 

óCordova Todayô has been voluntarily subscribed by 237 

teachers, students  for the next 10 months i.e June to March 2018. 

It is a very good experience as everybody enjoys reading for some time. 

We thank our Principal for encouraging us to read and inculcate in us the wonderful habit of reading. 

ENROLLMENT OF AADHAAR CARD 

The Enrollment of Aadhaar Card in collaboration with Kolkata 

Municipal Corporation was held in our school from 13
th
 May to 

17
th
 May, 2017, for the students of classes Nursery to Class 

XII.  

It was a five days process, where 400 girls from the Junior 

School enrolled 

on the 13
th
, 14

th
 

and 15
th
 of May, 

35 girls from 

the middle and senior school enrolled. A total of 446 students 

enrolled for the Aadhaar Card. The School is also helping the 

students to apply for various scholarship schemes provided by the 

Government.  

Congratulations to all involved in the process! 

NURTURING A LIFE! 
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On 12
th
 May 2017, girls of class IX were gifted saplings 

from the school. The Saplings were handed over to the 

students by the Principal Sr. Marilla DôSouza, as JPIC 

India has made a commitment to plant atleast One Lakh 

Saplings. The Saplings were sponsored by the Rotary 

Club. During the distribution of the saplings, the JPIC 

teachers of the school were also present. The Saplings 

were put 

in to 

small 

plastic pots by the school support staff member (Montu). The girls 

were also given suggestions on how to grow the saplings in to 

healthy plants. 

During the Summer Vacation the plants were part and parcel of 

the family that adopted them. 

It has been an experience of growth for every member at home ï a 

holistic development of nurturing a life in the family. 

  

   

LORETO CONVENT, DARJEELING CELEBRATES ENVIRONMENT DAY IN A BIG WAY- 5
th
 June, 2017 

World Environment Day was marked in Loreto 

convent, Darjeeling with day long celebrations. The 

students came to school in their traditional attire and 

brought a variety of local traditional food for lunch, 

the aim being to reduce carbon foot print by the 

consumption of locally grown food. The school JPIC 

club put up a special assembly that revolved around 

this yearôs theme óConnecting people to Nature.ô A 

short documentary and song on the healing power of 

Nature was shown. A powerful street play portraying 

the harmful effects of Pollution was enacted. A flash 

mob also took place in the basketball court and the 

girls of XI and XII danced to the rhythm of popular tunes holding placards and banners in support of the 

Environment. Saplings of Rhododendrons were planted by the prefects on the school premises.  
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LORETO JPIC INDIA  
 

Loreto Schools in India, at the JPIC National General Meeting, Delhi committed to improve the environment and 

combat climate change by planting trees and making their schools carbon neutral by 2020, as part of the 175 years 

Jubilee celebrations of Loreto in India/South Asia. 

 

1) Loreto Schools in India commit to dedicate one lakh (a hundred thousand) trees to the nation by 2020 

2) Loreto Schools in India commit to making their schools carbon neutral by 2020 

 

The school management and the children have taken this resolution seriously and have started planting trees. They 

are using creative ways in order to reach the target e.g. planting trees in open spaces in the city, asking parents to 

help plant trees during the holidays, twinning for trees etc. 

�x Till date approx. 1262 trees have been planted.   

 

       
 

To make our Loreto Schools Carbon Neutral: 

�x The schools this year have budgeted for solar panels to generate electricity. 

�x All Loreto Schools have been declared as NO PLASTIC ZONES 

�x LED lights installed 

�x Awareness programs through quizzes, street plays, fashion shows and creative craft using re cycled 

materials. 

 

   
 

 

 

 


